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Happiness in family life is most likely to be achieved when founded upon the teachings 

of the Lord Jesus Christ. Successful marriages and families are established and 

maintained on principles of faith, prayer, repentance, forgiveness, respect, love, 

compassion, work, and wholesome recreational activities. By divine design, fathers are 

to preside over their families in love and righteousness and are responsible to provide 

the necessities of life and protection for their families. Mothers are primarily responsible 

for the nurture of their children. In these sacred responsibilities, fathers and mothers are 

obligated to help one another as equal partners.  

 

M. Russell Ballard, “This Is My Work and Glory,” Ensign or Liahona, May 2013, 19 

In our Heavenly Father’s great priesthood-endowed plan, men have the unique 

responsibility to administer the priesthood, but they are not the priesthood. Men and 

women have different but equally valued roles. Just as a woman cannot conceive a child 

without a man, so a man cannot fully exercise the power of the priesthood to establish 

an eternal family without a woman. … In the eternal perspective, both the procreative 

power and the priesthood power are shared by husband and wife.   
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The unique combination of spiritual, physical, mental, and emotional capacities of both 

males and females was needed to enact the plan of happiness. “Neither is the man 

without the woman, neither the woman without the man, in the Lord” ( 1 Corinthians 

11:11). The man and the woman are intended to learn from, strengthen, bless, and 

complete each other.  


