
President Wilford Woodruff later spoke of Oliver 

Cowdery as an example of one who had fallen from 

steadfastness in the faith: 

 

“If the President of the Church or either of his counselors 

or of the apostles or any other man feels in his heart that 

God cannot do without him, and that he is especially 

important in order to carry on the work of the Lord, he 

stands upon slippery ground. I heard Joseph Smith say 

that Oliver Cowdery, who was the second apostle in this 

Church, said to him, ‘If I leave this Church it will fall.’ 

 

“Said Joseph, ‘Oliver, you try it.’ Oliver tried it. He fell; but the kingdom of God did not. 

I have been acquainted with other apostles in my day and time who felt that the Lord 

could not do without them; but the Lord got along with his work without them. 

 

“I have seen Oliver Cowdery when it seemed as though the earth trembled under his 

feet. I never heard a man bear a stronger testimony than he did when under the 

influence of the Spirit. But the moment he left the kingdom of God, that moment his 

power fell. … He was shorn of his strength, like Samson in the lap of Delilah. He lost 

the power and testimony which he had enjoyed, and he never recovered it again in its 

fulness while in the flesh, although he died [a member of] the Church” (Teachings of 

Presidents of the Church: Wilford Woodruff [2004], 104–5). 


